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Know while I live, no rich or noble Knave, 
Shall walk the World in credit to his Grave. 
| Pope. 





Publithed by E. Russeux, at his Printing-Office, in Marle 
borough-Street : Where this Paper may be had once a Week, 
Price Two Pence per Number to Subfcribers. 





Cambridge, March 26, 1772. 


To the Publither of the Censor. 
Sir, 


I fent the following fhort Obfervaiions to one of the Printers of a 
Publick Paper, (though without a proper title-page, as you Gen- 
tlemen Printers term it) to whom I have long been a Cuftomer, with 
an intention to have it inferted, but as be bas not complied with my 
requeft, and I perceive by one of your late Papers, you give out, that 
injuries offered to the innocent fhall not pafs with impunity, I beg you 
will give the following a place in your ufeful, and, at this time, very 
Jfeafonable Paper, next Saturday, if nothing better on the fubject 
Should offer ; by fo doing you will oblige one of your Readers. 


D. W. 
W AS laft week in Bofon, where I have, until very lately 


refided, and of confequence it muft be natural for me to vifit 
the Town often, when I fell in company with a number of per- 
fons of different orders, fome of whom I am perfonally acquaint- 
ed with, and whom I have always hada great efteem for, as 
I know them to be Gentlemen as remarkable for their know- 
ledge, as amiable for their piety and humanity ; but am forry to 
fay they feemed to have made a facrifice of their reafon and judg- 
ment to ferve the popular clamour, which is but too often the 
cafe when party fpirit fo univerfally prevails as it does at pre- 
fent throughout the Province in general, but in your Place in 
particular, 
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particular, which threatens the total deftruction of civil fociety, 
and in a peculiar manner tends to poifon every focial enjoy- 
ment, but efpecially that ineftimable one of converfation ; for 
when politicks comes on the tapis, we immediately bid adieu 
to every other fubject, and it is a melancholly truth, that thofe 
who were bofom friends before, now commence the moft 
inveterate enemies to each other, meerly from their oppofite 
opinions in trivial matters, when the hatred is carried fo far as 
not to fpeak together, although perhaps they may even belong 
to one communion-table, which ought to make their obligations 
of brotherly love and friendfhip doubly binding, if influenced 
by no other motive, 


Tre firft topick of converfition that was introduced re 
Jated to the conduct of the Honourable Jupces of the Supe- 
riour Court in regard to their tranfactions refpecting the cafe 
of Ebenezer Richardfon, who hath lately been difcharged from 
his long confinement, on giving bail for his appearance before 
them when called for. In the courfe of this fubje@& I muft 
confefs I was no Iefs aftonifhed to obferve fuch heat and ani- 
mofity {hewn by fome of the Gentiemen prefent when giving 
their opinion on this matter, thin furprized to hear fuch unge- 
nerous as well as unjuft reflections on thofe truly worthy Gentlemen, 
who, to my certain knowledge as I have attended all the Jate po- 
pular trials have conducted with fuch an unparrellelled impartiality, 
firmnefs, and perfeverance, during the whole of them, as would 
have done the greateft honour toa Roman Senate or an Athe- 
nian Tribunal, and this muft be acknowledged to be fact by every 
one who will allow himfelf the liberty to fpeak more from the 
dictates of honeft principles than from the baleful influence of 
party-prejudice, notwithftanding the many infults and abufes 
they have undefervedly met with in the late times from the un- 
thinking and mifled multitude, fome of whom having had the au- 
dacity “* even within the walls of the Court,” to endeavour with- 
out effect to intimidate them when doing their duty on thefe trials, 
which it is thought were the moft important, tedious, and 
intricate ones that ever came before a Court of Judicature either 
in Eurofe or America: Perhaps fome of their ungrateful Coun- 
trymen who are now 1o liberal in beftowing fuch unkind epithets 
on their characters, may, at fome future period come before 
them, when they will be glad to feek protection from the un- 
exampied lenity and humanity which have, during their ad- 
miniftration of Juftice, ever fhone fo confpicuoufly, and are the 
diftinguifhing charaéterifticks of thefe Gentlemen, which they 
now fo wantonly fport with, 
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Durinc the above converfation I was more fond to hear 
others give their opinions than to enter into the political broil 
myfelf, therefore had a better opportunity to make my obferva- 
tions, which I have committed to writing, hoping fome abler 
pen may purfue the fubject. 


Ir feems obvious to every one that the Prifoner above-menti- 
oned, had borne but a very indifferent character, both in Town 
and Country, previous to his killing the unfortunate young 
Seder, on the twenty-fecond day of February, 1770, therefore 
he could not expeé cither the Court or Jury could be much pre- 
judiced in his favour on account of his former conduét in life, 
and if any thing was advanced in his behalf during the trial, 
it muft of neceffity arife from the proof of his innocence 
of the crime then alledged againft him, and argue as fo many 
ftriking proofs, that what he did at that time, was intirely from a 
‘view of felf-prefervation, inftead of being influenced from a ma- 


licious intention to commit Murder. 


Tue caufe was opened, and the evidence examined in be- 
haif of the Crown by a Gentleman of fuperiour ability, who 
was affifted by another Gentleman, employed by the Town of 
Bofton perfe&tly acquainted with the law, who performed his part 
with fuch diftinguifhed talents, as did honour to himfelf, and 
gave intire fatisfa@ion to his conftituents. 


Tue evidence in behalf of the Prifoner being examined by 
a Gentleman who did not fpeak to the cafe, gave the other Gen- 
tleman who was his Attorney a greater opportunity to enlarge on 
the law and evidence in his favour; who, actuated folely from the 
motive of humanity, as he did it without fee or reward, and at the 
hazard of lofing his popular reputation, fo ably managed the law 
and evidence, in bringing fuch pertinent authorities to fupport 
the facts, and making fuch juft remarks on the fame, as fully 
convinced me of his abilities as an Attorney and of his benevo- 
Jence as a citizen, in endeavouring to preferve the life of a 
fellow-fubje@ ; although his appointment to this tafk did not add 
to his reputation among the people at that time, yet the faith- 
fulnefs and impartiality he thewed for the Prifoner mutt certainly 
more than compenfate for any lofs he might fuftain in this or 
any other refpect. 


In the trial it fully appeared, from the evidence in be- 
half of the Crown, as well as on the fide of the Prifoner, 
that he was, previous to his firing the gun, from his window, 
wich did the execution, purfued from the ftreet by the multi- 
tude to the door of bis dwelling-houfe ; when.there he was.fo.warm- 


ly affaulted by them with brick-bats, ftones, oyfter-thells, a 
irt, 
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dirt, &. on every fide, that his windows both in front and rear were 
fhattered in fuch a manner, that fcarce a whole {quare remained 
in his houfe ; and it was made to appear that the unhappy 
youth who happened to fall a victim in this affray was very 
active among others.of the people affembled round the houfe 
of the Prifoner at that time, not only in encouraging others, 
but that he actually was concerned in this riotous tranfaGion, 
and that he jiad {tones in his hand when he received the fatal 
wound from the Prifoner ; although as much care was ta- 
ken by the evidence in behalf of the Crown to exculpate 
all who were prefent except youths from having any hand 
in this riotous tranfaction, as there was in not exaggerating 
the number of perfons prefent when it happened ; yet it was tef- 
tified in the trial that there was at time between two and three 
hundred men and boys near the fcene of aétion ; and al- 
fowing, what few will believe who had their eyes and ears open 
at that time, that the former were active neither in taking a part in 
the aforefaid aflault, nor in encouraging the youths, (as we 
chufe for modefty fake to call them) to commit this violence, 
by huzzaing, fhouting, and clapping hands when the ftones, 
&c. which the youths threw at the windows, did execution ; 
admitting all this to be fact, it was teftified even by fome 
of the Crown evidences, that many of the ftones, &c. which 
were thrown at the windows by the latter were fent with as 
great- force and did as much damage as if they had come 
from the former, and that fome of them were fo large that had 
any one in the houfe received a blow therefrom it muft have 
killed them ; confequently therefore the Prifoner and his family 
were put in the moft imminent terror and danger of their lives by 
the above-mentioned battery and affault : To make a retreat 
was impoflible, unlefs he had forced himfelf among the mul- 
titude, but this remedy might feem to a prudent man to be 
worfe than the difeafe, as.a perfon in his circumftances, furround- 
ed by enemies on every fide as he was at that time, could have 
but little more than immediate death to expec from the furious 
rage of a riotous mob,whom he might well imagine would be as fond 
of taking away his life as of deftroying his property; the latter he 
had but too fully experienced, and had the greateft reafon to 


dread the former. 


The Remainder miujt be omitted until next Week, as the hurry of cur 
other bufine/s prevents giving the Publick an additional half foect.) 





It is with pleafure the Printer can promife his Cuftomers, 
that in a few days will be publifhed, a PAMPULET, intimately 
connected with the prefent Times, and perhaps one of the maft 
agrecable Entertainments ever ofercd the fenfible Publick. 
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